
G.J.B.B., VOL.7 (1) 2018: 70-73 ISSN 2278 – 9103

70

CORRELATION AND PATH ANALYSIS STUDIES IN PIGEON PEA
(Cajanus cajan)

*Bal, C.P., Bhave, S.G., Thaware, B.L. and Desai, S.S.
Department of agricultural botany, College of Agriculture, DBSKKV, Dapoli

*Corresponding author Emai:chinmayee.bal05@gmail.com

ABSTRACT
Studies on correlation between yield and yield components in 34 genotypes of pigeon pea revealed that harvest index plant
height, pod length, pod breadth, number of seeds per pod and number of pods per plant would be more appropriate than
other characters. The selection criteria based on these characters for seed yield will give fruitful results for yield
improvement in pigeon pea.
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INTRODUCTION
Pigeonpea or red gram [Cajanus cajan (L.) Millsp.],
(2n=2x=22) is the globally covered fifth and second rank
after chickpea in India. It is a rain fed crop and provides
food, fuel, wood and fodder. It is major pulse crop of
sustainable agriculture in the tropical and sub-tropical
regions in the world. To retrieve culture yielding
superiorly with better nutrient value, utilization of diverse
parents for introgression is essential. Yield is not
independent character, it depends on various characters
and environmental conditions that exist during crop
growth. Thus, selection pressure given only on yield
misleads many times. It is, therefore, essential to study
association of characters among themselves and with yield
of crop. This can be done by character association studies
under a set of environment conditions. Genotypic
correlation provides a measure of genotypic association
between two characters and helps to identify more useful
relationship between characters. Indirect associations
become complex and important when a number of
variables are included in the study of correlation. In such
cases more refined technique as path coefficient analysis
helps to find out direct and indirect causes of character
association. Every component character has a direct effect
on yield. The effects of an independent one on dependent
traits via other independent trait are known as indirect
effects. If correlation is due to direct effect, it reflects true
relationship and selection is practiced for such a character
for improving the yield. In case, if the effect is indirect
through another component trait, the breeder has to select
the latter trait through which indirect effect is exerted.

MATERIALS & METHODS
The present study comprised a set of selected 34
genotypes. These were sown during Rabi 2014-15 in
randomized Block Design, with a spacing of about 30 x 20
cm in three replication and standard agronomic practices
were followed. Five plants selected at random were tagged
from each genotype and observations on thirteen

quantitative characters (plant height, days to initiation of
flowering, days to 50% flowering, days to maturity,
number of primary branches per plant, number of pods per
plant, pod length, pod breadth, number of seeds per pod,
hundred seed weight, grain yield per plant, straw yield per
plant and harvest index) were recorded on these plants.
Genotypic and phenotypic correlation coefficient and path
analysis studies were carried out based on standard
procedures with the help of indostat’s softwares.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
The correlation co-efficient and path analysis for grain
yield per plant and its contributing characters for 34
genotypes at phenotypic and genotypic level are presented
in Table 1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively. Seed yield per plant
had positive and highly significant correlation with harvest
index (0.963), plant height (0.347), pod length (0.344),
pod breadth (0.272), number of seeds per pod (0.220) and
number of pods per plant (0.197). However seed yield
exhibited positive but not significant correlation with
straw yield per plant (0.043), days to maturity (0.041) and
days to 50 per cent flowering (0.028). Non-significant
negative correlation noticed with hundred seed weight (-
0.227), number of primary branches (-0.087) and days to
initiation of flowering (-0.016). Salunke et al. (1995),
Gowda et al. (1996) and Sharma et al. (2014) reported
positive correlation of plant height with seed yield in
pigeon pea. Aher et al. (1998) also reported positive
association of 50% flowering with grain yield. Studies
indicated highly significant positive association of number
of pods per plant both at phenotypic and genotypic level
with seed yield per plant. Gowda et al. (1996), Paul et al.
(1996), Aher et al. (1998) and Bhadru et al. (2010) noted
the positive and significant association of grain yield per
plant with number of pods per plant. Straw yield per plant
showed highly significant negative correlation with
harvest index.
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Correlation does not provide exact picture of the direct and
indirect causes of such association, which can be
understand through path analysis. Direct selection of any
character is useful when its direct effect is more or less the
same magnitude as that of total effect and indirect
selection is practiced when its indirect effect is responsible
for bringing total effect. The character plant height had
positive direct effect on yield per plant at phenotypical
level. Sreelakshmi et al. (2010) reported plant height had
maximum direct effect on grain yield per plant. Rao et al.
(2013) reported days to flowering had negative direct
effect on seed yield as in the present investigation. The
character straw yield per plant showed positive direct
effect on grain yield per plant at both phenotypic and
genotypic level. It had positive indirect contribution via days to
initiation of flowering, days to maturity, number of seeds per
pod at phenotypic and genotypic level. Thanki and
Sawargaonkar (2010) reported that the hundred seed weight
had positive direct effect on grain yield per plant.

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION
It is to be stated that, on the basis of correlation and path
analysis studied, grain yield per plant could be improved
through simultaneous selection harvest index, plant height,
pod length, pod breadth, number of seeds per pod and
number of pods per plant. It is desirable to give more
weightage to these characters in selection programme for
both seed yield and green pod yield per plant.
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